Curriculum Vitae (contact: seiler.achim@yahoo.de)
1. Family name:
Seiler
2. First names:

Achim
3. Date of birth: 
18.06.1960
4. Nationality:

German
5. Civil status:

Single
6. Education

	Institution
	Degree(s) or Diploma(s) obtained:

	University of Frankfurt 2001
	Ph.D in political economy (“Biotechnology and Third World Countries”)

	University of Berlin 1988
	Masters Degree in Political Sciences (“European Technology Cooperation”)


7. Language skills: 
(indicate competence on a scale of 1 to 5 (1 excellent; 5 – basic)

	Languages
	Reading
	Speaking
	Writing

	German
	1
	1
	1

	English
	1
	1
	1

	French
	2
	3
	3

	Arabic
	5
	5
	5


8. Membership of professional bodies: ./.

9. Other skills:

10. Present Position: 
Team Leader and EU Key Senior Expert (EU-Project: Support of 

                                       Yemen’s Accession to the WTO)
11. Years with the firm: 
4+
12. Key qualifications: 

· profound knowledge of the multilateral WTO Agreements
· profound knowledge of the WTO accession process

· ability to provide substantial in-depth training on any of the WTO Agreements

· ability to provide substantial in-depth training on the interfaces between the Multilateral Trading System and Regional Trade Agreements

· expertise in preparing legal documents as required and requested for submission in the context of the WTO accession process (Yemen)

· providing tailor-made training materials on any of the WTO Agreements

· excellent expertise on the TRIPs Agreement incl. its interfaces to related Agreements and Conventions outside the Multilateral Trading System (i.e. UPOV, Convention on Biological Diversity, FAO Seed Treaty)
· in-depth and multi-year expertise regarding two outstanding aspects of the TRIPs Agreement (i.e. TRIPs and public health, TRIPs and agriculture)

· Profound knowledge of the discussion of development aspects of the multilateral trading system, especially the Doha Round

· profound knowledge of the international discussion of the development implications of national IPR systems from an technology transfer point of view

· profound knowledge of the European Patent Convention, the EC Biotechnology Directive, German Patent Law, Paris Convention, Berne Convention, UPOV 78 and 91, FAO Seed Treaty, Convention on Biological Diversity
· profound knowledge of issues of technology generation, dissemination and adaptation incl. the discussion about appropriate technology

· profound knowledge and expertise regarding a specific “high-technology”-sector (second and third generation biotechnologies) and possible socio-economic impacts in/on developing countries
· profound knowledge of related aspects such as traditional knowledge and its (legal) treatment at the crossroads of TRIPs, WIPO, CBD, etc. 

· excellent managerial skills

· experienced trainer, organizer and researcher

· excellent interpersonal skills and ability to work professionally in a multicultural context

· ability to work target- and result-oriented

· ability to work independently and familiarize myself with new and complicated subject mater

· ability to condense difficult topics into easy-to-read publications
· ability to handle complex tasks (substance and administration)
· profound knowledge of administrative procedures and regulations (EC)

· familiar with technical and financial aspects of tendering and project acquisition processes

13. Specific country experience

	Country
	Date from – Date to

	Yemen
	2004 - 2008


14. Professional Experience

	Date from – Date to
	Location
	Institution
	Position
	Description

	April 2004 - Present
	Sana’a, Republic of Yemen
	Ministry of Industry and Trade
	EU Senior Expert and Team Leader
	Managing the EU-funded project: “Support of Yemen’s Accession to the WTO” (15/15 persons), providing training on any of the WTO Agreements, Discussing and upgrading accession documents for submission to the WTO

	Jan. 2001 – March 2004
	Berlin, Germany
	Science Center Berlin (WZB)
	Researcher and Project Coordinator
	Implementing a project for the World Business Council on Sustainable Development (WBCSD): “Global Stakeholder Dialogue on IPRs”, i.e.
· traditional knowledge

· public health

· access to human genetic resources

(Preparation and conduct of the stakeholder dialogue; scientific analysis of the results)

	Jan. 2000 – Dec. 2000
	Kassel, Germany
	University of Kassel, Faculty of Agricultural Economics (Witzenhausen)
	Lecturer and Researcher
	Training of Students and Colleagues on the interrelationship between agriculture and the TRIPs Agreement

	July 1995 – Jan. 2000
	Frankfurt, Germany
	Ph.D student
	supported by the Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation
	Research on social and economic aspects of the broad application of various biotechnologies (second and third generation) on developing countries, research on the WTO Agreements on Agriculture (AoA), Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS), Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT), TRIPs

	July 1995 – Jan. 2000
	Frankfurt, Germany
	Freelancer
	Researcher
	Work on the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), the FAO Seed Treaty (Undertaking), UPOV, TRIPs and the European Patent Convention

	July 1992 – July 1995
	Frankfurt, Germany
	Freelancer
	Researcher
	Work on various aspects of the new biotechnologies (technical aspects)

	August 1989 – July 1992
	Darmstadt,

Germany
	Technical University
	Researcher (supported by the Volkswagen Foundation)
	Research on early-warning aspects of dual use technologies in the context of the prevention of a new arms race between East and West


15. Other relevant information (e.g. publications)
various publications, e.g.:
· Seiler: TRIPs and its approach to living material, in: Agriculture and Development, No. 2/2003
· Seiler, Dutfield: Regulating Access and Benefit Sharing: Basic Issues, Legal Instruments, Policy Proposals; Submission by the Federal Republic of Germany, UNEP/CBDWG-ABS1INF/4 (https://www.biodiv.org/doc/meetings/abs)
· Seiler, van den Daele, Doebert: Protection of Traditional Knowledge – Deliberations from a Transnational Stakeholder Dialogue Between Pharmaceutical Companies and Civil Society Organizations, Discussion Paper SP IV 03-102, Social Science Research Center, Berlin (http://skylla.wzb.eu/pdf/2003/iv03-102.pdf)
· Van den Daele, Doebert, Seiler: Access to Human Genetic Resources – Materials from a Transnational Stakeholder Dialogue, Discussion Paper SP 03-108, Social Science Research Center, Berlin (http://skylla.wzb.eu/pdf/2003/iv03-107.pdf)
· Van den Daele, Doebert, Seiler: Stakeholder Dialogue on Intellectual Property Rights in Biotechnology: A project of the World Business Council on Sustainable Development, in: IIC, Int. Review of Industrial Property and Copyrights Law No. 8/2003

· Doebert, van den Daele, Seiler: Access to Essential Medicines – Rationality and Consensus in the Conflict Over Intellectual Property Rights, Discussion Paper SP 03-108, Social Science Research Center, Berlin (http://skylla.wzb.eu/pdf/2003/iv03-108).pdf
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